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APRIL 15, 1936 


Commissioner Sends Letter to School Meetings 


Schools with exceedingly small numbers of 
pupils may well consider the desirability of 
contracting for their instruction with some 
other district for the time being. Likewise, 


Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
has prepared a letter to be read at the annual 
school meetings in rural districts on May 5th. 
The letter follows: 





May 5, 1936 
To Trustees and Patrons of Common School 
Districts: 

School patrons are again assembled for the 
purpose of transacting the business of the 
annual district meeting. I congratulate those 
of you who have accepted that responsibility 
as evidenced by your presence on this im- 
portant occasion. Your mature judgment on 
the several matters coming to your attention 
at this time will insure to the boys and girls 
of your community that educational oppor- 
tunity which is their inherent right. 

In selecting officials for the ensuing year, 
let neither favor nor prejudice prevent selec- 
tion of those persons able to render the most 
efficient service. 

You should be sure to make provision in 
the annual budget to meet all necessary ex- 
penditures. To this end you will wish to 
consider whether or not your school buildings 
are in a good state of repair, properly lighted, 
heated and ventilated. Consider too, the need 
for additional equipment for both classrooms 
and playgrounds. 

Make sure that your budget is ample to 
allow for procuring the services of a 
thoroughly competent teacher. Selection of 
teachers, it seems to me, is the most important 
single responsibility of school trustees. This 
selection should be made only after discussing 
your needs and available candidates with the 
district superintendent of schools. The dis- 
trict superintendent should also be conferred 
with in connection with all purchases of 
supplies and equipment. 


schools with enrolments beyond the limits of 
the local school’s capacity may well consider 
contracting for the instruction of seventh and 
eighth grade pupils. 

The school library may easily be made to 
render a real service to the community. Will 
you not make it possible to add a few really 
good books to your school’s library each year ? 
In this connection the district superintendent 
and teacher should act with the trustee as a 
committee on book selection and policies re- 
lating to use of the library by the entire 
community. 

No pupil should be denied the advantages 
of regular attendance at school through fail- 
ure of the district to provide transportation 
service where the lack of such service would 
materially interfere with such attendance. 
Whether the. pupil attends your own school 
or some school outside the district, your 
trustee is powerless to act unless the district 
has voted such authority. Provision should 
be made for contingencies which may arise 
during the year. 

The district superintendent should be con- 
ferred with both in regard to immediate plans 
and procedures, and in the formulation of 
forward-looking plans involving the several 
districts in your area having common prob- 
lems. Central district organization is worthy 
of your careful study. Visit central districts 
and determine at first-hand what this form 
of organization has to offer your particular 
community. 

Sincerely yours 
FRANK P. Graves 
President of the University 
and Commissioner of Education 
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Pupils and Teachers May Win 


Prizes in Safety Contests 

The Highway Education Board has announced 
its eleventh national safety campaign with cash 
prizes and medals for the best safety essays 
by elementary school pupils and for the best 
lessons on highway safety by elementary school 
teachers. The subject of the essay contest for 
pupils is “A Definite Program for My Com- 
munity To Prevent Highway Accidents and To 
Promote Highway Safety.” The subject of 
the lesson contest is “A Lesson on Highway 
Safety for Children of My Community.” 

The essays are not to exceed 500 words and 
are to be submitted to the school authorities 
on or before May 15, 1936. Pupils of the 
fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth grades, 14 years 
of age and under, are eligible to compete. 
Essays may be illustrated by an_ original 
drawing or illustration. They are to be written 
on one side of the paper only and may be type- 
written or prepared with pen and ink. Each 
must bear the name, school and home address 
of the pupil in the upper left-hand corner of 
the first page. The name of the school prin- 
cipal should also be given. 

The lessons are to be not fewer than 1000 
nor more than 3000 words and should be handed 
to the school authorities on or before May 15, 
1936. All elementary teachers in the eighth 
and lower grades are eligible to compete. The 
lessons must be written on one side of the 
paper only and may be typewritten or prepared 
with pen and ink. Each manuscript must bear 
the name, school and home address of the 
teacher in the upper left-hand corner of the 
first page. 

The awards for New York State in the essay 
contest are a gold medal and $15 for the best 
essay, a silver medal and $10 for second prize, 
and a bronze medal and $5 for each of the 
next 30 best essays. The national awards in 
the essay contest are: first, a gold watch and 
a trip to Washington, D. C., with all expenses 
paid; second and third, each a gold watch. 

Certificates of honor will be awarded to the 
teacher writing the best lesson in each statc 
and the lesson will be entered in the contest 
for the three national awards which are: first, 
$500 and a trip to Washington with all expenses 
paid; second, $300; third, $200. 

Further information may be obtained from 
the Highway Education Board, Pan American 
Building, Washington, D. C. 
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New York Superintendent 
Urges Education for Peace 


A statement on “Education for Peace” was 
sent on March 20th by Dr Harold G. Campbell, 
superintendent of schools in New York City, to 
school officials of the city. The statement 
follows: 

In view of unsettled conditions throughout 
the world today, it becomes increasingly im- 
portant for the public schools to inculcate the 
ideals of peace. I wish to emphasize again the 
importance of teaching our pupils the futility, 
horrors and devastation of war, and the bless- 
ings and benefits of peace. Such instruction 
does not mean the teaching of pacifism or non- 
resistance or the giving up of any rights which 
we hold sacred. It does not mean that our 
pupils shall forget that they and their parents 
are enjoying the full advantages of American 
citizenship because our forefathers held some 
things dearer than life itself. On the other 
hand, peace education does mean that we should 
instil into the minds of pupils ideas of the 
brotherhood of man, respect for the institutions, 
manners and customs of other peoples, as well 
as for our own institutions, manners and cus- 
toms, and an appreciation of the sanctity of 
human life, regardless of race, color or creed. 

Our teaching of peace ought to lead to a con- 
viction that the human race, in settling disputes 
among nations, should rise to a higher plane 
than it has reached in the past and to a determi- 
nation that instead of resorting to war, nations 
—the people and their representatives — should 
solve their difficulties by conciliation, mutual 
agreement, arbitration or other peaceful means. 

The teaching of peace should be a matter of 
continuous concern and should reach pupils in 
all grades. An excellent means is provided 
through assembly and other group exercises. 

Each principal may use his own judgment as 
to the kind of exercises conducted, the time at 
which they are held, and their duration. Efforts 
should be made to enlist the maximum number 
of pupils in the program. So far as practicable, 
pupils should assist in arranging and carrying 
out the program, so that opportunity will be 
given them for self-expression, for participation 
in school activities and for the development of 
initiative and self-control. Of course, the extent 
to which this can be done will depend upon the 
age and maturity of the pupils. 

In addition to general or group exercises, ad- 
vantage should be taken in classroom teaching 
of the opportunities for peace education pre- 
sented by the courses of study in various 
subjects. 

Each Associate Superintendent will make such 
plans and draft such suggestions and instruc- 
tions as he deems best in reference to the peace 
exercises which are to be held in the schools 
under his supervision. 
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Decisions of the Commissioner of Education 


BY CHARLES A. BRIND JR, DIRECTOR, LAW DIVISION 


Cases involving appeals from actions taken 
at annual school meetings are included in the 
following summary of recent decisions of the 
Commissioner of Education. Because annual 
school meetings are soon to be held, this sum- 
mary will be of particular interest at this time. 


Case No. 3111 

In this case it was held that the mere fact 
that the chairman of a school meeting was 
selected in accordance with some method not 
claimed to have been a proper procedure would 
not invalidate the meeting. The method of the 
selection of the chairman of a school meeting 
is not controlling. 

The decision also held that failure to keep a 
poll list is insufficient to invalidate an election. 

It was also pointed out that there is no statute 
requiring that tellers be qualified voters and, 
irrespective of their qualifications, if they per- 
form their duties properly, the mere fact that 
they were not electors of the district is insuf- 
ficient ground upon which to premise a con- 
clusion that the votes cast by qualified voters 
must be disregarded. 


Case No. 3198 

The Commissioner’s decision held that where 
a person chosen for school district officer pub- 
licly at the district meeting at which he is 
elected declares that he will not accept his 
election and does not desire to be trustee, he 
is not in a position afterwards in an attempt 
to claim title to the office to attempt to rely 
upon his failure to use the word “resign,” 
particularly where the meeting proceeded upon 
his statement to elect a successor. 


Case No. 3200 

The Commissioner’s decision 
reads in part: 

In order that a person establish that an agree- 
ment to work a farm on shares is a lease, the 
burden is upon him to show that the ordinary 
-relationship of landlord and tenant exists. This 
burden is especially heavy where the parties 
concerned are father and son, where the son 
resides with the father and is unmarried, owns 
none of the tools, or any means whereby he 
may be normally expected to act in such 
capacity. A son, so situated having nothing 
to contribute but services, can not be said to 
be a lessee. He offers his services to his 


in this case 


father in return for what? A share of crops? 
The contract does not reveal nor does the evi- 
dence indicate that he has any method or means 
of marketing them. No, he undoubtedly helps 
his father market the crops and gets his living 
and some ready cash in exchange. If such an 
arrangement be a lease, then wives and most 
children would be lessees. But section 203, 
subdivision a, never contemplated such a situa- 
tion. The appellants have been content with 
setting forth the above agreement and rest upon 
an allegation that such agreement constitutes a 
lease. The facts as submitted convince me 
that such an agreement establishes merely the 
relation of master and servant and not that of 
landlord and tenant. I find as far back as 
1898, in Matter of Russell, Judicial Decisions 
1428, a very similar state of facts, and in a 
carefully prepared opinion Superintendent 
Skinner held that such an agreement does not 
constitute a lease. 


Case No. 3201 

Appellant complained that at the annual school 
meeting a resolution offered by him to adopt 
the budget item by item was disregarded, and 
he sought an order setting aside the budget as 
adopted. 

Held: It is true that under section 324 of 
the Education Law, when demanded by a voter, 
a vote must be taken on each item of a budget 
separately. This section was evidently intended 
to enable a voter to obtain a definite expression 
of opinion on any particular item. The chair- 
man apparently at this meeting recognized 
appellant and gave him an opportunity of 
specifying the item or items upon which he 
sought specific vote. The appellant was not 
content with choosing some items but demanded 
that the meeting vote on each one separately. 

There were nearly 400 persons present and 
there were 49 separate items in the budget. 
To have attempted to vote separately on 49 
items would have delayed proceedings inter- 
minably. There is nothing in the papers to 
indicate any reason why the appellant insisted 
that each item in the budget be voted upon 
separately and, under the circumstances, it can 
not but be assumed that his gesture was merely 
an attempt to delay the progress of the meet- 
ing. To have voted by ballot on each item, 
under the circumstances, would have been very 
cumbersome indeed and this section never 
intended that any one person should impose 
such a burden. To set aside the adoption of 
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this budget would have imposed a further hard- 
ship upon this district and add to its expense. 
In the absence of some evidence indicating a 
good and substantial reason why the budget as 
adopted should be remanded to the people for 
further consideration, the appeal was dismissed. 


Case No. 3212 

A proceeding to remove a trustee on the 
ground that he was a confirmed drunkard was 
dismissed, there being no statute predicating a 
proceeding for removal upon alleged immorality 
of this nature. The Legislature has apparently 
left the character of the individual to hold the 
office of trustee to the voters of the community. 
Unless there is conclusive evidence filed show- 
ing that the trustee failed in his duties under 
the statute or under the rules, he may not be 
removed. 


Case No. 3214 

The removal of a trustee was sought on the 
ground that he allegedly agreed and promised 
several voters that he would contract with a 
certain teacher if elected. It was averred that 
those voters voted for him depending upon such 
promise, and that after his election instead of 
contracting with the teacher in accordance with 
his preelection promises, he hired someone else. 

Held: As a matter of law, there is no obliga- 
tion placed by statute upon the trustee to hire 
any particular teacher. It is for him to deter- 
mine, if elected, with whom he will contract. 
Section 95 of the Education Law, upon which 
appellant must rely in order that grounds be 
established for the removal of a school official, 
specifies that an officer may be removed only 
for wilful neglect of duty or violation of statute 
or order of the Commissioner of Education. 
There was no evidence to show that there had 
been any violation of this section. 


Case No. 3219 

Held that under rules established in many 
cases the action taken at a district. meeting 
will not be disturbed upon the ground that 
unqualified persons voted unless it appears that 
their votes were challenged. 


Case No. 3227 

Appeal from the designation of a high school 
for the attendance of nonresident academic 
pupils. 

Held that mere preference on the part of 
parents for a particular high school has never 
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been considered sufficient ground to set aside 
a designation. The statute gives the voters 
of a district the right to choose a high school, 
and unless material hardship is placed upon the 
children by the act of the district meeting, the 
Commissioner of Education will not substitute 
his judgment for that of the district meeting. 


Case No. 3233 

This was a proceeding for the removal of a 
trustee. The papers indicated among other 
things that the trustee had been guilty of 
accepting pay for services. 

Held that the office of trustee is an honorary 
office and that trustees may not accept pay. 
The record indicated that the trustee received 
$100 a year for janitor services. Under section 
285 of the Education Law no trustee may be 
interested directly or indirectly in any contract 
made on behalf of the school district. It is, 
therefore, illegal for a trustee to serve the 
district as janitor and accept pay for the same. 

Held, however, that while the foregoing were 
violations of law and_ sufficient basis for 
removal, nevertheless, they occurred during a 
prior school term. A trustee may not be 
removed for alleged violations of law occurring 
during a prior term. 


Case No. 3234 

Held upon a proceeding for removal of a 
trustee, that a contract made by a board of 
trustees with any person who is the husband 
of one of the members of the board is of very 
questionable character in view of the provisions 
of section 285 of the Education Law and section 
1868 of the Penal Law. As a matter of law, 
the husband is responsible for the support of 
the wife and it must be presumed that the wife, 
a member of the board of trustees, benefits 
through a contract made with her husband. 


Case No. 3235 

Held that there is a presumption in favor of 
the regularity of a district meeting. In the face 
of an official record and in the absence of proof 
in the way of actual ballots cast or otherwise 
that tellers erroneously announced the result, 
the action should not be disturbed. 


Case No. 3247 

Where it appears that the officers of a school 
district were elected by a vote taken by accla- 
mation rather than by ballot, the election must 
be set aside. 
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Case No. 3248 
In this case the appellant, a teacher in the 
city of New York, had sought relief through 
the courts and the courts had denied the same. 
Held that under such circumstances the Com- 
missioner of Education will not review de novo 
the proceeding. 


Case No. 3279 

An appeal from the designation of a school 
for the attendance of academic pupils. 

Held that it seemed clear upon the facts that 
the children of appellant were subjected to 
undue hardship in being required, because of 
the designation, to pass by a high school in 
order to attend another high school eight miles 
beyond. Under the circumstances, the desig- 
nation was set aside. 


——=———— 


Cornell Alumni Will Honor 
Late Professor De Garmo 


A group of alumni of Cornell University 
engaged in educational work plans to establish 
at the university a memorial to commemorate 
the distinguished service of the late Professor 
Charles De Garmo. The committee is headed 
by Dr Jacob Gould Schurman, former president 
of Cornell University and subsequently United 
States Ambassador to China and Germany. 

The memorial will take the form of a special 
book fund to be known as the DeGarmo 
Memorial Book Fund, the income of which will 
be used for the purchase of books in the pro- 
fessional field of education. 

Leaving a distinguished career as a college 
president, Doctor De Garmo went to Cornell 
University in September 1898 to build up a 
department of education. He served that insti- 
tution until his retirement in 1914 and after 
retirement continued to keep in close touch with 
the university. His last lecture at Cornell was 
before a class in administration in the summer 
of 1932, when he was 83 years old. 


—O—_ 


Three new elementary schools have recently 
been completed in District 1, town of East- 
chester, Westchester county. The district is 
also building a new junior high school and an 
addition to the high school gymnasium. 
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Physical Education Bureau 
Holds Regional Conferences 


The Physical Education Bureau of the Health 
and Physical Education Division has been hold- 
ing a series of regional conferences for superin- 
tendents, principals, board members and physical 
education teachers throughout the State. These 
conferences are held for the purpose of discuss- 
ing problems which arise in physical education 
in relation to the school as a whole. Fourteen 
of these conferences have already been held in 
various parts of the State. Several conferences 
have been planned for the last week in April 
in the western section of the State and the 
second week in May in Westchester county and 
Long Island. 

At these meetings the various phases in the 
program of physical education are discussed 
with particular attention being given to problems 
which have arisen in the various communities. 
Special interest has been expressed in the organ- 
ization of corrective work for the schools as 
well as the relation of interscholastic activities 
to the entire school program. Many other ques- 
tions have been discussed, among them the re- 
stricted activity program for the child with a 
physical defect who is unable to participate in 
the regular school program; the adaptation of 
the program to facilities; the incidence of in- 
juries in various types of activities; and the 
necessity for the daily period in physical edu- 
cation for the elementary grades. In many of 
these meetings an increased interest has been 
evinced in the possibilities of school cooperation 
on community recreation programs. 

It is believed that through these conferences 
a better understanding by all concerned of the 
problems facing physical education will bring 
about a broader and more constructive program 
of physical education in the schools. 

Conferences have been held in Albany, Arling- 
ton, Binghamton, Boonville, Canton, Cobleskill, 
Delhi, Hamilton, Johnstown, Norwich, Utica, 
Watertown and Watkins Glen. 

Conferences will be held as follows: Ham- 
burg, April 28th; Niagara Falls and Silver 
Springs, April 29th; Randolph and Geneseo, 
April 30th; Jamestown and Batavia, May Ist; 
Central Islip, May Sth; Riverhead, May 6th; 
Mineola, May 7th; Hempstead, May 8th; Peek- 
skill, May 12th; White Plains, May 13th; 
Mamaroneck, May 14th. 
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Department Stresses Importance of Safety Instruction 


Upon the recommendation of Commissioner 
of Education Frank P. Graves, the Board of 
Regents has authorized the appointment of a 
committee to organize materials or units of in- 
struction which may aid superintendents, princi- 
pals and teachers throughout the State in 
presenting the problems which confront the 
State in connection with highway and traffic 
safety. This increased emphasis upon safety 
instruction was given following a report of the 
Commissioner of Education regarding a series 
of conferences which have been held by repre- 
sentatives of the State Motor Vehicle Bureau 
and the State Education Department to con- 
sider the possibilities of safety education. 


During recent years both elementary and 
secondary schools of the State have been giving 
increasing attention to safety education. The 
action of the Board of Regents is taken with 
the purpose of stressing increasingly the vital 
significance of this problem. 


Through the courtesy of the Commissioner 
of Motor Vehicles, the Education Department 
has recently sent to superintendents of schools 
and junior and senior high school principals a 
summary report of motor vehicle accidents for 
the month of February 1936. Accompanying 
this report was a brief analysis prepared by the 
Motor Vehicle Bureau pointing out significant 
facts. Similar reports and analyses will be sent 
to the schools each month. 

In announcing the distribution of this material 
Dr George M. Wiley, Assistant Commissioner 
for Secondary Education, said: 

These reports will furnish the schools with 
an interesting body of data which will be found 
of outstanding value in the organization of 
teaching units dealing with highway and traffic 
safety. It must be noted that the importance 
of proper instruction in highway safety is vital 
at every level of the school system. Methods 
and devices which will be used in presenting 
these materials will differ at the various levels. 
It is also appreciated that these materials may 
be developed in units of instruction in various 
fields. In some schools this is done in the social 
studies in connection with civics and citizenship. 
Under other conditions it may be given in con- 
nection with the teaching of health and hygiene. 
Several units of instruction in highway and 
traffic safety are already found in each of these 
subject fields. Principals and teachers will also 
find matters of vital interest and concern in 
these tables that may apply in the science teach- 
ing. Whatever method may be used there will 
be unanimity of thought with regard to the 


vital significance of this material that is to be 
made available to us month by month through 
the school year. 

If any principal desires copies of the traffic 
law for use in class instruction at the junior or 
senior high school level, copies may be secured 
by writing directly to the Bureau of Motor 
sar nga State Office Building, Albany, New 

ork. 


In this connection it is also of interest to note 
that highway and traffic safety has been included 
as a topic for major consideration during the 
year on the program as announced by the 
National Congress of Parents and Teachers. 
This gives to principals and superintendents an 
opportunity to make use of these materials in 
connection with such meetings. 

The Department has also sent to high school 
principals copies of a bulletin published by 
the American Automobile Association entitled 
Sportsmanlike Driving, a Teacher’s Outline for 
a Course in Traffic Safety and Driving for 
High Schools. This was made available through 
the courtesy of the New York State Automobile 
Association and the American Automobile Asso- 
ciation. It is believed that this publication will 
be of value in connection with instruction as 
to highway and traffic safety for pupils in the 
junior and senior high schools. 


Broome County Teachers 
Honor Superintendent Hurlburt 


A testimonial dinner in honor of J. Edward 
Hurlburt, who will retire on August Ist as 
superintendent of schools of the second super- 
visory district of Broome county, was attended 
by more than 120 teachers and friends on 
March 31st in Binghamton. A high tribute to 
Superintendent Hurlburt was paid by Dr Daniel 
J. Kelly, superintendent of schools at Bingham- 
ton, who was the principal speaker at the dinner. 
Glenn A. Slater, principal of the Port Dickinson 
Junior High School, was toastmaster and pre- 
sented on behalf of the teachers of the district 
a sum of money to Superintendent Hurlburt. 

Superintendent Hurlburt has been engaged in 
educational work since 1888. He was elected 
school commissioner in 1899 and became a super- 
intendent of schools in 1912. 
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School Children Invited 
To Attend State Fair 


All school children in both public and private 
schools of the State are invited to attend the 
1936 State Fair which opens on September 6th 
and extends through September 12th. 

This is the fourth successive year that school 
children have been given the opportunity of 
attending the State Fair free of cost and the 
response which has been given by schools in 
taking advantage of the offer has been highly 
gratifying. During the past exposition as many 
as 10,000 school children attended in a single 
day. 

The purpose of the fair management is to 
give every pupil in the grade schools free ad- 
mission to the fair on any of the days of the 
exposition. When organized school groups 
attend, in charge of a superintendent, principal 
or teacher, this privilege of admission by use 
of the special tickets will be extended to older 
school children as well. 

As in former years, the Education Depart- 
ment is glad to cooperate with Commissioner 
Peter G. Ten Eyck, of the Department of Agri- 
culture and Markets, and Albert L. Brown, 
director of the State Fair, in urging each dis- 
trict superintendent, village superintendent and 
city superintendent to inform the children in his 
school system of this invitation and to assist 
the State Fair management in the distribution 
of the tickets. 

Each superintendent will be asked soon to 
furnish the State Fair management with the 
approximate number of such special free tickets 
that he can use effectively in his district. The 
tickets will be then sent in time to be dis- 
tributed before schools close in June. 

A department for the special interests of boys 
and girls is maintained at the State Fair. Here 
the boys and girls of the grade schools take 
part in the State Spelling Bee; the boys and 
girls of the 4-H Club group exhibit livestock 
and handiwork products, and the boys from the 
high school departments of agriculture, the 
Young Farmers of the State take part in judg- 
ing contests and other educational programs. 
Two large buildings are provided for the activi- 
ties of the boys and girls. All school visitors 
are asked to consider these buildings as their 
headquarters while at the fair. 
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Research Director Has Charge 
of Preparation of Yearbook 


Dr Warren W. Coxe, Director of the Edu- 
cational Research Division of the Department, 
was chairman of the committee which prepared 
part 1 of the 35th yearbook of the National 
Society for the Study of Education concerning 
“The Grouping of Pupils.” The yearbook was 
presented to the society at its meeting on Feb- 
ruary 22d in St Louis. 

The yearbook committee aimed to present 
various issues and points of view concerning 
the grouping of pupils, and while many chap- 
ters refer specifically to ability grouping, section 
II, on theoretical considerations, treats grouping 
in its broader aspects. An attempt has been 
made to present points of view both favorable 
and opposed to ability grouping of pupils. The 
yearbook thus makes available a _ searching 
analysis of the issues involved. 

The introduction, chapter I on “ Social Prob- 
lems and Pupil Grouping,” and chapter XIV, 
“Summary and Interpretations,” were written 
by Doctor Coxe. He also edited and arranged 
the other contributions. Chapter XV, “ Effects 
of Ability Grouping Determinable from Pub- 
lished Studies,” was written by Dr Ethel L. 
Cornell, of the Educational Research Division. 
The purpose of this chapter was “to discover 
the reasons for or the conditions under which 
conflicting results” (concerning ability group- 
ing) “have been obtained.” 

Problems involved in the grouping of pupils 
are of pressing interest to many school people 
of New York State and elsewhere. This year- 
book should help to clarify the issues involved 
and also suggest practical ways of solving many 
of the problems. 


Regents Reappoint Member 
of State College Board 


The Board of Regents at its meeting on 
March 20th reappointed Dr Erastus Corning, of 
Albany, as a member of the board of visitors 
for the New York State College for Teachers 
at Albany for a term of seven years. For 
many years Doctor Corning has served as 
secretary of the board of visitors. 
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Regents Adopt Revised 
Teacher Certification Rules 


Regulations of the Commissioner of Educa- 
tion for the issuance of certificates valid for 
teaching service in the public schools were 
adopted to become effective immediately at the 
meeting of the Board of Regents on March 20th. 

The Board at its meeting on February 22, 
1935, postponed for one year the in-service re- 
quirements prescribed in the regulations of the 
Commissioner of Education for the issuance of 
teachers’ and principals’ certificates approved by 
the Regents on April 19, 1934, and December 21, 
1934. This action was taken in order to give 
the members of the teaching profession ample 
time to consider the regulations so that the 
policy adopted by the Regents of requiring from 
teachers hereafter certified a reasonable mini- 
mum of training in service, might have the 
cordial support of those interested in improving 
the educational system of the State. Confer- 
ences have been held between a special com- 
mittee of the Board of Regents and a committee 
representing the New York State Teachers 
Association, and modified regulations have now 
been formulated and approved. 

Qualified graduates of state normal schools 
prior to September 1, 1940, and of colleges and 
universities prior to September 1, 1941, who 
begin teaching in the public schools prior to 
October 1, 1941, will receive certificates in ac- 
cordance with the requirements prescribed in 
these regulations. In adopting this certification 


program the Regents committee on teacher 
education and certification agreed to consider 








THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 


revisions thereto in the spring of 1938 in as 
much as students admitted to normal schools, 
colleges and universities in the fall of that year 
have a right to know the amount and kind of 
academic and professional preparation that will 
be required of them upon graduation for admis- 
sion to practise the teaching profession. 

The following statements summarize the gen- 
eral provisions and requirements included in the 
program: 


1 A person to be employed as a teacher in 
the public schools of the State of New York 
shall be at least 18 years of age, a citizen of 
the United States and the holder of a valid 
teaching certificate issued pursuant to the pro- 
visions of the regulations of the Commissioner 
of Education. 

2 The academic and professional requirements 
prescribed in these regulations are minimums, 
not optimums nor maximums. 

3 A candidate for the initial certificate, in 
addition to preparation requirements, shall pre- 
sent evidence of good moral character, good 
health and general fitness for teaching. 

4 General and specific preparation require- 
ments shall be prescribed for the issuance of 
certificates valid for the following: common 
branch subjects, an academic subject or group 
of subjects, a special subject, a technical or 
related technical subject, shop subjects (indus- 
trial arts) and a shop subject (trades). 

5 Two types of certificates shall be issued, 
namely, a provisional certificate and a perma- 
nent certificate. 

6 The time validity of the provisional cer- 
tificate shall be ten years; the time validity of 
the permanent certificate shall be continuous 
except in the case of a person who has not been 
regularly employed within a five-year period and 
has not satisfied prior to the close of each ten- 
year period from date of issuance the in-service 
study and training requirements. 

7 The holder of a provisional certificate shall 
be eligible for a permanent certificate provided 
he completes a year (30 semester hours) in 
approved study and training in addition to the 
minimum standard of preparation prescribed for 
the issuance of the provisional certificate. 

8 At least three years of approved study and 
training of collegiate grade shall be required 
for the issuance of the provisional certificate 
valid for teaching the common branch subjects ; 
four years of approved study and training lead- 
ing to the baccalaureate degree (or approved 
equivalent preparation) shall be required for 
the issuance of a provisional certificate valid 
for teaching one or more academic subjects, a 
special subject, a technical subject, a related 
technical subject, or shop subjects (industrial 
arts); five years of journeyman experience in 
the trade and one year of approved professional 
study and training shall be required for the 
issuance of a provisional certificate valid for 
teaching a shop subject (trades). 
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9 Four years of approved study and training 
leading to the baccalaureate degree (or approved 
equivalent preparation) shall be required for 
the issuance of a permanent certificate valid 
for teaching the common branch subjects; five 
years of approved study and training leading 
to an appropriate graduate or professional de- 
gree shall be required for the issuance of a 
permanent certificate valid for teaching one or 
more academic subjects, a special subject, a 
technical subject, a related technical subject or 
shop subjects (industrial arts) ; five years of 
journeyman experience in the trade and two 
years of approved professional study and train- 
ing shall be required for the issuance of a 
permanent certificate valid for teaching a special 
subject (trades). 

10 Study and professional activities other 
than classroom teaching such as membership in 
study groups for professional and cultural im- 
provement, travel, educational research, author- 
ship, cooperating critic and demonstration teach- 
ing, occupational experience, leadership in extra- 
school activities, professional associations or 
appropriate community activities shall be ac- 
cepted toward the satisfaction of the in-service 
study and training requirement. Such study and 
training shall be submitted to the State Educa- 
tion Department for approval prior to the be- 
ginning of said study or service. 


A Department bulletin containing the revised 
regulations is being published. An introduction 
summarizes the requirements and states: 


Graduation from a professional school or col- 
lege is only the beginning of a teacher’s prep- 
aration. The profession has always indorsed 
the principle that a teacher’s education is 
never complete. The practice of requiring high 
preservice qualifications for admission to the 
teaching profession tends to limit appointments 
to persons of proved merit and fitness who plan 
to make teaching a life work. The policy of 
limiting the validity of certificates in terms of 
the general and professional program of study 
and training completed by the candidate means 
that children will be taught by teachers who 
have prepared definitely for that kind and grade 
of teaching. The demand of the teaching pro- 
fession that its members shall continue to be 
alert professionally will keep teachers abreast 
of those social and professional changes that 
tend to give them a better understanding of 
children, the school’s obligation to the child and 
society’s obligation to the school. The purpose 
of a certification program is to attract and 
develop in the teaching profession better edu- 
cated teachers who are deeply interested in the 
welfare and development of children. 


The Bayside High School in the borough of 
Queens was officially opened on March 16th. 
George J. Crane is acting principal. 
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Grade Examinations 
To Be Held June 10th-11th 


The district superintendents’ grade examina- 
tions, for fifth, sixth and seventh grade pupils, 
are scheduled for June 10th and Ilth. They 
will include tests in arithmetic, spelling, English, 
silent reading, elementary science, health, social 
studies (fifth and sixth grades), seventh grade 
United States history and an optional test in 
elementary agriculture and homemaking. No 
examination will be offered in fifth and sixth 
grade geography. 

Each set of examinations will include ten 
papers in silent reading and ten papers in the 
social studies. 

eiiiiliaiiaie 


Office of Education 


Sponsors Radio Project 

The United States Office of Education is 

engaged in a new educational radio project with 
funds made available through a W. P. A. grant. 
Some of the purposes underlying the project 
are to demonstrate certain values of educational 
broadcasts; to attempt to prove to the satis- 
faction of station managers and educators that 
such broadcasts can be both good radio and 
good education; to establish a demand from the 
radio listening audience sufficient to justify 
further development locally and nationally ; and 
to make this demonstration serve as a labora- 
tory for schools and educational institutions 
using or desiring to use radio as an important 
educational avenue. 

Three educational programs now on the air 

each week are: 

“ Education in the News,” NBC red network 
stations, Monday, 7.45 p. m., eastern stand- 
ard time 

“ Answer Me This” (Self-tests in the social 
sciences behind the news) NBC red net- 
work stations, Monday, 6.35 p. m., eastern 
standard time : 

“Have You Heard?” (Introductions to fas- 
cinating corners of natural science) NBC 
blue network stations, Friday, 6.35 p. m., 
eastern standard time 


——0-———_ 


Richmond H. Kirtland, who retired in 1934 
as professor of English and education at the 
New York State College for Teachers at 
Albany, died on March 29th in Florida. 
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Library Division Makes Important Announcement 


Increased funds are urgently needed for the 
purchase of library books for school use. 

The Library Extension Division has changed 
the plan and procedure relating to the selection 
of books for schools and libraries. 

The Division has prepared a revised book 
approval form for rural elementary schools 
employing one, two or three teachers, and has 
compiled a list of book selection aids for all 
schools. 

These three important announcements are 
contained in a statement by Dr Frank L. 
Tolman, Director of the Library Extension 
Division of the Department. His statement 
follows: 

Funds Needed for Book Buying 


Because school officials understand and 
recognize the importance of books as materials 
of instruction and of reading as a resource for 
self-education and recreation, we are seeking 
their assistance and help in interpreting to 
boards of education, trustees and communities 
the need of books and of a more nearly ade- 
quate policy of book buying. 

Except in a relatively few fortunate instances 
book buying has been decidedly limited during 
the past few years. In some schools the basic 
book collections have not been maintained and 
standard works have been worn out while 
money was not available for replacement and 
rebinding. In other schools highly important 
books recently published have not been added 
to the library —a serious matter at a time when 
social organization and scientific information 
are changing rapidly. Many schools have 
altered their courses or method of teaching 
without providing the necessary materials of 
instruction. In the great proportion of schools 
the book supply has not grown with increase in 
enrolment or growth in reading ability and 
interest. Serious efforts should now be made 
to provide for book buying on a generous scale 
for several years to make up for this loss, 
which though probably unavoidable is none the 
less serious. 


Approved Procedure in Selecting and Pur- 
chasing Books 


There has been a change in plan and pro- 
cedure regarding the approval of lists of books 
being considered for purchase. Since 1930 no 
separate grant for books has been available and 
no accounting for book expenditure by sub- 
mitting lists of purchases has been required 

Lists of books proposed for purchase by 
secondary schools need no longer be sent to 
Library Extension Division for advice and 
approval. Because the number of well-trained 
school librarians is increasing and because 
recognized book selection aids, such as The 
Standard Catalog for High School Libraries, 
are, or should be, available in every high school, 


the selection of books for each high school may 
properly be left to the best judgment of the 
superintendent, principal, librarian and teachers. 
This means that superintendents and principals 
have a responsibility even greater than in the 
past for knowing that book selection is satis- 
factory from the standpoints of the interests of 
pupils, the needs of the course of study, the 
quality of the books selected and the efficient 
expenditure of public funds. The special train- 
ing and experience of the school librarian 
should be utilized in this work. 

Lists of books being considered for purchase 
by elementary schools not employing trained 
school librarians are to be approved by the 
principal and superintendent. They may well 
be sent to Library Extension Division for 
advice and recommendations before purchase 
although there is no positive requirement for 
so doing and there is no separate grant for 
book buying. The printed form should be used 
in transmitting such lists. Book selection for 
elementary grades has not been so satisfactory 
as for high schools. Possibly this is due to the 
great number of mediocre and unimportant 
children’s books on the market, to the great 
effort constantly being made to sell these 
materials, as well as to the small number of 
trained librarians employed to serve elementary 
schools. 

The Commissioner’s regulations concerning 
book purchases continue in force as in the past. 
Hence, encyclopedias, reference and other books 
may not be purchased through a traveling agent, 
demonstrator or solicitor. Orders should be 
placed only with a reputable dealer or book 
seller giving the usual library discount. 

The Library Extension Division will continue 
to serve as a source of information regarding 
book selection and book purchase for all grades 
of schools and school libraries. Questions 
regarding the value of individual titles, the 
importance of sets of books, the most practical 
or authoritative books on particular subjects 
will be welcomed. On request, information will 
be assembled from the resources of the Division 
and from the many specialists in particular 
fields in other Divisions of the Education 
Department and distributed to superintendents, 
principals, librarians and teachers. The recom- 
mendation of books of particular value to 
schools through the publication of book lists 
will also be continued and, it is hoped, improved. 


Book Approval Form 


A revised book approval form has been 
prepared for rural elementary schools employ- 
ing one, two or three teachers. A considerable 
amount of information regarding book selection, 
book buying and the administration of libraries 
in these schools appears on the form. It seems 
to us important that each teacher have a copy 
of the form to keep as part of his collection 
of professional material as well as a form to 
use in requesting advice for the next book 
order. We are therefore sending 50 copies of 
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the form to each district superintendent for 
distribution to his teachers. Additional copies 
will be sent upon request. 
Book Selection Aids 

A list of the book selection aids which are 
important tools for superintendents’ offices, 
schools and school libraries has been prepared 
for distribution. 

Suggestions Regarding Book Buying 


The bulletin on Book Buying has _ been 
revised recently and is available for distribution 
on request. Its purpose is to give information 
which will enable schools and libraries to order 
and buy books with the greatest possible satis- 
faction and economy. 

—_-O-——_ 


Pupils May Write Essays 
on Statue of Liberty 


The Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States is sponsor- 
ing an essay contest on the subject “ What the 
Statue of Liberty Means to the American 
People” in commemoration of the 50th anni- 
versary of the dedication of the Statue of 
Liberty. There will be local prizes and two 
state medals. The national winner of the con- 
test will receive a trip to Bedloe’s Island, New 
York, with expenses paid, to participate in the 
anniversary program at the Statue of Liberty 
on October 28, 1936, and also a free trip to 
France. 

Essays should be between 500 and 1000 words 
in length. They are to be written in ink or type- 
written on 8% x 11-inch white paper and sub- 
mitted in triplicate. The contestant’s name, age, 
address and name of school are to be in the 
upper right-hand corner of each page. Pupils 
in all secondary schools, between the ages of 14 
and 18 years are eligible to compete. Essays 
are to be in the hands of the sponsoring com- 
mittee by June 30, 1936. 

Further information regarding the contest 
may be obtained from the national headquarters 
of the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, Broadway at 34th street, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

Sas 


Fire on April 2d caused damage estimated at 
$100,000 to the Red Hook High School. The 
building was constructed in 1904 and an addi- 
tion was built in 1924. 


The corner stone of the Whitney Point 
Central School was laid on April 4th. 
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Superintendent Hodge Honored 
by 2000 at Anniversary Dinner 


Tributes to Dr Lamont F. Hodge, superin- 
tendent of schools at Yonkers, were paid at a 
dinner attended by 2000 teachers, school patrons 
and friends on March 28th in New York City. 
The occasion was the completion by Doctor 
Hodge of 25 years of administrative service to 
the schools of Yonkers. Chancellor James 
Byrne, Regent William J. Wallin and Com- 
missioner of Education Frank P. Graves were 
among those who spoke. The dinner was 
sponsored by the Yonkers Teachers Association, 
of which Lillian Broderick is president. 

Doctor Hodge was appointed assistant super- 
intendent of schools in Yonkers 25 years ago. 
He became deputy superintendent of schools in 
1920 and upon the death of Superintendent 
Charles E. Gorton in June 1922 was appointed 
superintendent of schools. A graduate of Col- 
gate University and holding also the masters’ 
degree and the honorary degree of doctor of 
pedagogy conferred by that institution, Doctor 
Hodge began his teaching career in 1897 at 
Mexico. In 1899 he went to Malone as teacher 
in the Franklin Academy. He was named 
principal of this school in 1901 and superin- 
tendent of schools at Malone in 1908. He has 
been active in New York State and national 
education organizations and has had an emi- 
nently successful administration of Yonkers 
schools. 


—_o——_ 


Academic Principals Will Hold 
Summer Conference at Colgate 


The summer conference of the Associated 
Academic Principals of the State of New York 
will be held August 23d to 26th at Colgate Uni- 
versity, it was decided at a meeting of the 
executive committee of the association, held on 
March 20th and 21st in Syracuse. The annual 
holiday conference will be held December 28th 
to 30th in Syracuse. The executive committee 
gave consideration to many questions pertaining 
to the secondary schools of the State and to 
educational trends in the high school program. 


— 1) 


The corner stone for the new elementary and 
high school building in Haverstraw was laid 
with appropriate exercises on March 26th. 
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Building Plans Approved 


Building plans approved by the School Build- 
ings and Grounds Division of the Department 
include the following: 

East Rochester, addition and alterations, 
$500,000 ; approved January 28th 

Au Sable Chasm, general construction for 
one-room building (first unit of work) 
P. W.A.; approved February 4th 

District 18, Queensbury, Warren county, new 
grade school, $150,000; approved February 5th 

Woodlawn, new high school, P.W.A.; ap- 
proved February 13th 

Perry, addition and alterations to grade 
school, $50,000; approved February 25th 

North Collins, new grade and high school, 
$218,000; approved February 25th 

Clarence, addition and alterations, $90,500; 
approved February 25th 

Friendship, addition to grade and high school, 
$150,000; approved February 28th 

Ossining, addition to and remodeling of 
Roosevelt School, $145,589; approved February 
29th 

Sewanhaka, addition and alterations to central 
school, $375,000; approved March 3d 

Montrose, addition to Hendrick Hudson High 
School, $126,000; approved March 3d 

St Regis Falls, addition to high school, 
$43,000; approved March 3d 

Hammondsport, repairs and small addition, 
$4500; approved March 6th 

Dobbs Ferry, landscaping 
$29,218.14; approved March 9th 

Candor, addition to high school, $81,000; ap- 
proved March 10th 

Lima, new grade and high school, $107,070; 
approved March 12th 

Palisades, new elementary school, $52,800; 
approved March 12th 

Saranac Lake, addition to high 
$41,818; approved March 12th 

Glens Falls, new grade school, $342,000; ap- 
proved March 12th 

District 1, Eastchester, Westchester county, 
addition to high school, $345,000; approved 
March 12th 

Suffern, fire towers, $6000; approved March 
13th 

Peterboro, extending heat, $250; approved 
March 13th 

Catskill, new high school, $362,350; approved 
March 14th 


and grading, 


school, 


Greenwood, new grade and high school, 
$107,727; approved March 16th 

New City, addition to grade school, $27,997; 
approved March 16th 

Hinsdale, new central school, $90,000; ap- 
proved March 16th 

Cattaraugus, addition and alteration to high 
school, $84,438; approved March 17th 

District 14, Amherst, Erie county, new grade 
school, $22,500; approved March 21st 

Hewlett, new grade school, $240,600; ap- 
proved March 25th 

Grand Island, new grade school, $38,890.21; 
supplemental approval, March 25th 

Stamford, excavation and grading for new 
grade school, P.W.A.; approved March 25th 

Alden, addition and alterations, $127,300; 
approved March 26th 

Johnson City, new grade school, $285,000; 
approved March 3lst 

Rushford, new central school, $184,332; ap- 
proved March 3lst 

Babylon, relocation of cafeteria, $3500; ap- 
proved March 3lst 

Sodus, system of school toilets, $350; ap- 
proved March 3lst 

Newburgh, new junior high school, $619,700; 
approved April Ist 

Arkport, new grade and high school, $183,000; 
approved April Ist 

Brant, new grade school, $40,000; approved 
March 2d 

Marcellus, new grade and high 
$530,000; approved April 2d 

New Berlin, new grade and high school, 
$305,700; approved April 3d 

Philadelphia, new grade and high school, 
$110,000; approved April 3d 

Altona, new grade and high school, $216,363; 
approved April 6th 

Keeseville, addition and alterations, $280,000; 
approved April 6th 

—o-——- 


Regents Advance Grade 
of Two Secondary Schools 


The Board of Regents at its meeting on 
March 20th advanced the grade of St Louis 
Academy, Pleasant Plains, from middle high 
school, 1 year, to middle high school, 2 years, 
and advanced the Narrowsburg Central Rural 
School from middle high school, 3 years, to 
high school grade. 


school, 
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State Forestry College To 
Observe 25th Anniversary 


The 25th anniversary of the founding of the 
New York State College of Forestry at Syra- 
cuse University will be celebrated this year, 
Dean Samuel N. Spring has announced. The 
institution has had a remarkable growth in the 
past quarter century and has been a leader in 
keeping abreast with the rapid developments in 
the greatly diversified field of conservation. 


The institution started in 1911 with the regis- 
tration of 52 students. Dean William L. Bray, 
now head of the Graduate School at Syracuse 
University, had charge of the school for the 
first and part of the second semesters. Then 
Dr Hugh P. Baker was brought from Penn 
State Forest School to take charge. He placed 
the college on a solid foundation and laid plans 
for its future development which have been 
largely fulfilled under his administration and 
that of the late Dean Franklin Moon. A large 
building was erected on the campus by state 
appropriations and occupied in 1917. Another 
building was constructed for housing the 
scientific departments and occupied in 1932, 


In the meantime the college has grown to 
an enrolment of nearly 500 with two modern 
college buildings and several separate com- 
pletely equipped laboratories at Syracuse and a 
large school building housing 50 Ranger School 
students at Cranberry lake. During these years 
the college has acquired approximately 20,000 
acres of forest lands in various sections of the 
State while the teaching staff has grown from 
two to forty-seven including the Ranger School. 


A special committee planning the celebration 
of the anniversary has prepared a tentative 
program for two dates, the first of which will 
be April 29th, when a convocation of the 
student body and faculty will be held. In the 
fall the annual banquet will take place. 


The alumni are cooperating by holding special 
gatherings in various sections of the country. 
The first and probably the largest of these will 
be held in New York City April 24th, when 
former Governor Alfred E. Smith, president of 
the board of trustees, Senator J. Henry Walters 
and George W. Sisson, also members of the 
board, Chancellor Charles W. Flint, Dean 
Samuel N. Spring and Dr Hugh P. Baker, 
now president of Massachusetts State Agri- 
cultural College, will speak. 





169 


Officials Invited to Manlius 
for State School Day 


The Manlius School will hold its second 
annual New York State School Day on Satur- 
day, May 9th. Invitations have been extended 
to school officials to visit the school on this 
day and to take part in a discussion of second- 
ary school work. 

During the morning the visitors will have an 
opportunity to inspect classes. Following 
luncheon, for which reservations are asked in 
advance, there will be an address by James D. 
Howlett, director of admissions and associate 
dean of Colgate University. This will be fol- 
lowed by a round-table discussion of secondary 
school work with special emphasis on orienta- 
tion of boys who desire to prepare for college. 
The school will then present an exposition of 
intramural and other extracurricular activities 
and the use of military training as a technic 
in the development of students. There will be 
music by the Manlius School band. 


—_o——- 


George Peabody College Offers 
Four Scholarships to State 


George Peabody College for Teachers at 
Nashville, Tenn., has allocated four scholar- 
ships of $25 each to New York State for the 
summer session of 1936. The scholarships are 
credited toward tuition and college fees only. 

The requirements are: (1) The student must 
be in attendance during the entire 12 weeks of 
the summer session; (2) The applicant must be 
engaged in teaching or planning to take up 
teaching immediately ; (3) No applicant is eligi- 
ble who has been enrolled in college during the 
academic year just preceding; (4) Recommen- 
dations for the scholarships must be made by 
the Commissioner of Education; (5) The col-' 
lege committee on scholarships must receive 
notice of the recommendations for the scholar- 
ships by June 1, 1936. 


—_ )»-»——_ 


Dr J. Cayce Morrison, Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Elementary Education, has been 
appointed by Dr John W. Studebaker, United 
States Commissioner of Education, as a member 
of the advisory committee to cooperate in the 
study of local school administrative units being 
made in ten states by the United States Office 
of Education. 
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First Week in May Is Child Health Week 


As in the past several years the first week 
in May will be observed as Child Health Week. 
This presents to the school authorities in New 
York State an opportunity to emphasize health 
education in a way that will carry over through- 
out this and the coming school year. 

The Health and Physical Education Division 
of the Department recommends that in coop- 
eration with the summer round-up project of 
the State Congress of Parents and Teachers 
an examination be made of all children known 
to be entering school for the first time in the 
fall. This is a means of discovering remediable 
defects and is a check on the immunization 
against preventable diseases. 

This examination should be made educational 
in that it not only gives the parents an oppor- 
tunity to have their children’s remediable 
defects treated but will instruct them in the 
necessity of annual or more frequent check-up 
on the condition of their children. 

In bringing to the attention of school officials 
the desirability of observing the week, the 
Health and Physical Education Division makes 
the following suggestions: 


Child Health Week will serve a useful pur- 
pose if it reminds both parents and teachers 
that child health can be promoted only by an 


veryday program of healthful living. It is 
a strategic time now for school administrators, 
supervisors, teachers, school doctors, school 
nurses, cafeteria directors, custodians as well 
as fathers and mothers to check up on the 
progress they have made this year in making 
it easy and pleasant for the children to live 
healthfully day by day. It is an opportune 
time also to make future plans for child health. 
Wise parents make arrangements for the cor- 
rection of the children’s defects during the 
summer, for a joy-giving vacation in sanitary 
surroundings and for making all those home 
adjustments that are needed for a higher stand- 
ard of healthful living. School administrators 
will now plan to arrange teacher conferences 
next fall at which the new State Guides in 
Health Teaching for the elementary and sec- 
ondary schools will be discussed as aids in 
developing the local health teaching program; 
school administrators will also advise teachers 
who will attend summer school to take some 
work in health education. 

Child Health Week is a fitting time for 
health consciousness on the part of adults but 
not on the part of children. Having the boys 
and girls sing health songs, recite health poems 
or act health plays will probabiy have very 
little influence on their health behavior. Health 
consciousness on the part of the grown-ups, 
however, if wisely directed, will lead to con- 
certed planning by both school and home to 
study the child and his needs and to construct 
a program based on those needs. 





Calendar of Educational Meetings 


Council of School Superintendents, Saranac 
Inn, September 27th-29th 

Teachers’ conferences: first district of Onon- 
daga county, Auburn, April 24th; Oswego, 
May 8th; fifth district of Cattaraugus county, 
Randolph, April 24th; first and second dis- 
tricts of Chemung county, Horseheads, April 
24th; fourth district of Clinton county, 
Plattsburg, April 24th; first district of 
Niagara county, Buffalo, April 24th; third 
district of Herkimer county, East Herkimer, 
April 27th; first district of Oswego county, 
Sandy Creek, May Ist; second district of 
Lewis county, Lowville, April 27th; third 
district of Rensselaer county, Castleton, May 
4th; first district of Nassau county, Locust 

Valley, May 14th; fourth district of St 

Lawrence county, Lisbon, May 25th; Madrid, 

May 27th; Waddington, May 29th 


Radio Programs 


The program for the radio talks on rural 
education and rural life, sponsored by the 
Rural Education Division of the State Educa- 
tion Department and broadcast from Station 
WGY at Schenectady on Tuesdays at 12.45 
p. m., follows: 

April 21st, “ Central School Values,” A. D. 
Carpenter, Cortland, N. Y. 

April 28th, Book Review, A. K. Getman, 
Chief, Agricultural Education Bureau, State 
Education Department 

May 5th, “ Annual School Meeting,” Ray P. 
Snyder, Director, Rural Education Division. 
State Education Department 

May 12th, “Our Neglected Rural Ceme- 
teries,’ Dr A. C. Flick, State Historian, State 
Education Department 
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Schenectady Is Selected 
for Forum Demonstration 


The city of Schenectady is one of ten com- 
munities in ten different states named to par- 
ticipate as public forum demonstration centers 
in a project sponsored by the United States 
Office of Education. Such public forum demon- 
strations are already in operation in Manchaster, 
N. H.; Monongalia county, W. Va., and 
Colorado Springs, Colo., with 25 to 30 neigh- 
borhood forums scheduled each week in these 
centers. Policies and plans for the operation 
of this method of adult civic education are 
determined by local school boards with the ad- 
vice of citizens’ advisory committees. 


Retired Language Supervisor 
in Department Is Dead 


Dr William R. Price, who retired in July 
as supervisor of modern foreign languages in 
the State Education Department, died March 
17th of pneumonia in New York City, after a 
brief illness. His 25 years of service to the 
Department were devoted to the improvement 
of modern language instruction in the schools 
of the State. 

Doctor Price’s work in the Department gained 
him a nationwide reputation as a leader in his 
profession and brought recognition from the 
French Government in the award of the cross 
of Chevalier of the Legion of Honor. 





Notes from the Field 


John S. Anderson, president of the board of 
education of the Narrowsburg Central Rural 
School, died on March 8th. Mr Anderson has 
been president of the board of education since 
its organization in 1927. He was trustee of the 
common school district in Narrowsburg for 
many years prior to the organization of the 


central district. 


Dr Irving H. Berg has been appointed dean 
of the College of Arts and Pure Science of New 
York University effective September Ist to 
succeed Dean Archibald L. Bouton, who is re- 
linquishing administrative duties to give his full 
attention to teaching. Doctor Berg has had 
various connections with New York University 
for many years, principally as university chap- 
lain and a member of the University Council. 
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